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During the years 2017-2018,
Ukrainians throughout the world have
been commemorating the 100th
anniversary of Ukraine’s struggle for
independence from both the Russian
tsarist and Austro-Hungarian domina-
tion. Independence was achieved in
1918 and although short-lived, it has left
a significant impact upon the
Ukrainian people for generations to
come. It has deepened their patriotic
feelings, heightened their zeal for con-
tinuous struggle for freedom, and
instilled a conviction in the populace
that this achievement is possible and
indispensable.

For centuries, Ukrainian lands have
been split into the Eastern (the larger)
part and the Western (smaller) part and
have been dominated by two different
foreign powers. The Ukrainian popu-
lace in both parts were united by the
same language, the same culture and
traditions, but separated by political
borders and controlled by two separate
tyrannical rules. For years there has
been a deep-felt desire among the pop-
ulace for the two parts—the Eastern
Ukraine and the Western Ukraine—to

be united into one country, one state,
under one ruler. 

Shortly after the downfall of Tsarist
Russia and the ensuing Russian
Revolution of 1917, Eastern Ukraine
proclaimed its independence in 1918 in
Kyiv and became the Ukrainian
National Republic (UNR). That same
year, with the dissolution of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, Western Ukraine
(consisting of the Ukrainian regions of
Galicia, Bukovyna, and parts of
Transcarpathia) proclaimed its inde-
pendence in Lviv; it became the
Western Ukrainian National Republic
(ZUNR). Soon afterwards both govern-
ments of the newly formed Ukrainian
Republics led talks on the possibility of
uniting the two States into one
Independent Ukrainian State. The
ZUNR government approved this
union on January 3, 1919 and the
Directory of the UNR approved it on
January 22, 1919. An Act of Union of the
two States was proclaimed on January
22, 1919 in Kyiv at St. Sofia Square. This
year marks the 100th anniversary of the
proclamation of this Act. The ZUNR
State was known as the Western

Province of the Ukrainian National
Republic. But, because of the political
and wartime situation, both govern-
ments continued to work separately,
retaining its own governmental struc-
ture due to the fact  that it  had differ-
ent obstacles to overcome and differ-
ent enemies to fight. The ZUNR gov-
ernment had its own Ukrainian
Galician Army, but for additional mili-
tary readiness and protection, it pro-
claimed general mobilization. As part
of the military force, the Galician
Army, also formed its own aviation
regiment.

The existence of the Ukrainian
National Republic (UNR) and the
Western Republic (ZUNR) was short-
lived; however, the possibility of
achieving freedom, independence, and
unification into one State was not for-
gotten, but was left to following gen-
erations to achieve.

In our Museum and Library hold-
ings we have some interesting archival
material illustrating these historical
events. Among them are photographs,
posters, newspaper issues of the day,
etc. Members of the Ukrainian

Diaspora in the United States (most of
whom came from western Ukraine and
still had family back home) rejoiced at
the news of the formation of Western
Ukrainian Republic, and the unifica-
tion of the two Republics into one
Ukrainian State. To help their brethren,
Ukrainians in America issued loan cer-
tificates (similar to war bonds) and col-
lected donations for the Ukrainian
cause. We have samples of these certifi-
cates in our archives. We were also for-
tunate to have received photographs
from the family of one of the early avi-
ators of the Ukrainian Army, namely
Volodymyr Pylypec, 1902-1968. He was
ordained a priest in 1927 and served as
pastor in the town of Bili Oslavy,
Stanyslaviv district until 1944. He later
emigrated to the United States and
served in several parishes in the
Philadelphia Archeparchy, one of which
was the Ukrainian Catholic Church of
the Holy Family in Washington, D.C.

This is just a small sample of the
rich and invaluable collection of
archival material which our Museum
and Library has and is carefully pre-
serving  for posterity.!
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The Act of Union of the Eastern and Western Ukraine into One State
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For more information about The Ukrainian Museum and Library of Stamford, please, visit www.ukrainianmuseumlibrary.org, call 203-324-0499 or 203-323-8866.
The Museum is open Wednesday through Friday from 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., or by appointment, and is located at:

161 Glenbrook Road, Stamford, CT 06902.

Heaven meets earth: celebrating Pascha
and the twelve feasts by John Kosmas
Skinas. (Chesterston, IN: Ancient Faith
Publishing, 2015 $24.95)

During my three years of missionary
work at Holy Spirit Ukrainian Greek
Catholic Seminary in L’viv, Rudno (1919-
1994), my knowledge and appreciation
of the world of icons was greatly

enhanced by countless questions raised
by seminarians there. Since I returned
to the Stamford Eparchy in the fall of
1994, I have sought out resources on
Byzantine iconography and have even
conducted adult classes in parishes on
the symbolism and theology of what has
been popularly identified as “windows
into heaven”.

Although this wonderful book (list-
ed above) was published three years ago,
I just discovered it a couple of months
ago while browsing through the “books
on sale” department of the Byzantine
Rite Church Supplies store in
Philadelphia. I was enthralled with both
the beauty and the simplicity of this
book that is primarily aimed at the gen-
eral reader and might even be of assis-
tance to a specialist in the field. The
book has the shape of what is referred
to as a “coffee-table” style. It offers
much information on the great feasts
that are celebrated both within the
Orthodox Church and the Eastern
Catholic Churches of the Byzantine
Rite. It consists of four-colored icon
plates and other illustrations containing

scriptural, theological and liturgical
knowledge within just sixty-four pages.

The book is arranged by feasts
according to the fixed calendar of the
liturgical year which starts with the
solemn feast of the Nativity of the Holy
Mother of God in September. It then
follows the cycle of feasts by season: the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross; the
Entrance of the Blessed Mother into
the Temple; The Nativity, Theophany
(Baptism), and the Presentation of
Christ in the Temple and the
Annunciation of the Blessed Mother.
The book then crosses over to the
moveable or non-fixed cycle of holydays
that are celebrated each spring: Palm or
Willow Sunday, the Great Feasts of the
Resurrection and Ascension of Our
Lord and Pentecost Sunday. This vol-
ume concludes with the summer holy-
days of the Transfiguration of Our Lord
and the Holy Dormition of the Blessed
Mother.

Each feast is subdivided into the
following categories: the icon itself,
asterisked bits that focus on key ele-
ments contained in the icon, a brief

note of the meaning of the feast, fol-
lowed by Scriptural readings that come
from the Vespers, Matins and Divine
Liturgy for the feast, a parallel connec-
tion of each feast to Old Testament
events, a noteworthy connection to out-
standing example of a church in
Christendom dedicated to the feast [I
enjoyed seeing mention of the
Annunciation Church in Bukovyna and
of the Holy Dormition Church of the
Kyievo-Pecherska Caves Monastery],
special customs associated with the
feast, and a brief meditation for reflec-
tion.  

Since my personal discovery of this
work, I have purchased about a dozen
copies through Amazon services and
distributed each as a gift. I find the
asterisked tidbits mentioned above to
really focus on offering clarity to the
uniqueness of a given icon. I recom-
mend this book as an exceptional
resource especially for families with
high school teenagers and youth adults
in college.!
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Ukrainian Lands following the Act of the Union of 1922. 

The Galician Army aviation regimen, Photograph, Ukrainian Museum and Library of Stamford


