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Important national and religious
leaders bequeath to their people a legacy. It
isa legacy which consists of teachings,
instructions, directives, admonitions, pleas,
encouragement, and most of all wise guid-
ance for the development of their national
and religious well- being. Although this
legacy may lay dormant for years, and per-
haps even for decades, or barely kindling
among its people, there still comes a mo-
ment when circumstances provoke the
people to actupon the ideals of that legacy.

With this thought in mind let us
ask: Isitacoincidence oratimely and long
overdue phenomenon that has been tak-
ing place in Ukraine during the year 2014
and continuing into 2015? Have the truths
and teachings of great Ukrainian person-
ages surfaced from the collective national
subconscious, and that the people were
strong enough and determined enough to
live up to these ideals?

The year 2014 was proclaimed
the Taras Shevchenko Year in which we
celebrated the bicentennial of his birth. The
year 2015 is dedicated to commemorating
the 150th year of birth of Metropolitan An-
drei Sheptytsky. It was precisely on the eve
of Taras Shevchenko’s bicentennial that
the MAIDAN came to be where Ukrain-
ian people stood united and voiced their
truths, and made their rightful claims to a
truly democratic freedom without a for-
eign overseer. The right to a life pf dignity.
The whole world watched the MAIDAN,
and the whole world saw how this foreign
overseer killed, maimed, bumed, and
trampled the united and peaceful Ukrain-
ian protesters. This butchery and camage is
continuing in other regions of Ukraine, in-
stigated, supported, and actively engaged
in by this foreign overseer who calls him-
self our elder brother. These unbelievable
events have brought numerous acts of
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In a four line poem which
Shevchenko wrote in 1860, he asks “why isn’t
the apostle of truth and learning coming’?
Perhaps the Apostle of truth and leaming was
already among us. But did we not
hear or listen to the messages he
sent through his chosen spokes-
men?

Taras Shevchenko revealed
, the bitter truths about us: our igno-
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Metropolitan Sheptytsky knew that
for a successful and healthy national growth,
people must not only lead their lives according
to specific religious and moral standards but
also through education. They needed to be-
come aware of, value, cherish, and preserve the
cultural accomplishments of their glorious past.
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an important role in our lives. There is a
need for leaming about them, preserving
them, and continually supporting them in
an ongoing development. It is precisely
that these ideas and teachings which were
carried across the ocean to America by
Ukrainian immigrants, and especially by
the Ukrainian Catholic clergy. Our
Ukrainian Museum and Library is a
direct result of this legacy.

Adherence to and preservation
of one’s cultural heritage is what sustains a
people as a separate entity. It gives them
their identity. It safeguards them against an-
nihilation and destruction. And Ukrainians
are the best example of the power that cul-
ture has had upon our survival. Culture is
a powerful weapon which conquerors,
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tyrants, and oppressors fear and try to de-
stroy. The Ukrainian people have gone
through many such destructive periods
brought about by our enemies and never-
theless has survived. But the more tragic
kind of cultural destruction is not neces-
sarily caused by an enemy, but by our in-
difference, neglect, ignorance, and
superficial attitude towards our heritage.

At this momentous and critical
time for the Ukrainian people in Ukraine
and in the Diaspora let us review the legacy
which Taras Shevchenko and Metropoli-
tan Andrei Shepytsky have bequeathed to
us. Itbehooves us to heed their words, for
they are our very own Apostles of Truth
and Learning!




